Words to Know
Courtesy of College Prowler
Academic Probation – A student can receive this if they fail to keep up with their school’s academic
minimums. Those who are unable to improve their grades after receiving this warning can possibly face
dismissal.
Beer Pong / Beirut – A drinking game with numerous cups of beer arranged in a particular pattern on
each side of a table. The goal is to get a ping pong ball into one of the opponent’s cups by throwing the
ball or hitting it with a paddle. If the ball lands in a cup, the opponent is required to drink the beer.
Bid – An invitation from a fraternity or sorority to pledge their specific house.
Blue-Light Phone – Brightly-colored phone posts with a blue light bulb on top. These phones exist for
security purposes and are located at various outside locations around most campuses. If a student has an
emergency or is feeling endangered, they can pick up one of these phones (free of charge) to connect
with campus police or an escort service.
Campus Police – Policemen who are specifically assigned to a given institution. Campus police are not
regular city officers; they are employed by the university in a full-time capacity.
Club Sports – A level of sports that falls somewhere between varsity and intramural. If a student is
unable to commit to a varsity team but has a lot of passion for athletics, a club sport could be a better,
less intense option. If a club sport still requires too much commitment, intramurals often involve no
traveling and a lot less time.
Cocaine – An illegal drug. Also known as “coke” or “blow,” cocaine often resembles a white crystalline or
powdery substance. It is highly addictive and dangerous.
Common Application – An application that students can use to apply to multiple schools.
Course Registration – The time when a student selects what courses they would like for the upcoming
quarter or semester. Prior to registration, it is best to have an idea of several back-up courses in case a
particular class becomes full. If a course is full, a student can place themselves on the waitlist, although
this still does not guarantee entry.
Division Athletics – Athletics range from Division I to Division III. Division IA is the most competitive,
while Division III is considered to be the least competitive.
Dorm – Short for dormitory, a dorm is an on-campus housing facility. Dorms can provide a range of
options from suite-style rooms to more communal options that include shared bathrooms. Most first-year
students live in dorms. Some upperclassmen who wish to stay on campus also choose this option.
Early Action – A way to apply to a school and get an early acceptance response without a binding
commitment. This is a system that is becoming less and less available.
Early Decision – An option that students should use only if they are positive that a place is their dream
school. If a student applies to a school using the early decision option and is admitted, they are required
and bound to attend that university. Admission rates are usually higher with early decision students
because the school knows that a student is making them their first choice.
Ecstasy – An illegal drug. Also known as “E” or “X,” ecstasy looks like a pill and most resembles an
aspirin. Considered a party drug, ecstasy is very dangerous and can be deadly.
Ethernet – An extremely fast internet connection that is usually available in most university-owned
residence halls. To use an Ethernet connection properly, a student will need a network card and cable for
their computer.
Fake ID – A counterfeit identification card that contains false information. Most commonly, students get
fake IDs and change their birthdates so that they appear to be older than 21 (of legal drinking age). Even

though it is illegal, many college students have fake IDs in hopes of purchasing alcohol or getting into
bars.
Frosh – Slang for “freshmen.”
Hazing – Initiation rituals that must be completed for membership into some fraternities or sororities.
Numerous universities have outlawed hazing due to its degrading or dangerous requirements.
Sports (IMs) – A popular, and usually free, student activity where students create teams and compete
against other groups for fun. These sports vary in competitiveness and can include a range of activities—
everything from billiards to water polo. IM sports are a great way to meet people with similar interests.
Keg – Officially called a half barrel, a keg contains roughly 200 12-ounce servings of beer and is often
found at college parties.
LSD – An illegal drug. Also known as acid, this hallucinogenic drug most commonly resembles a tab of
paper.
Marijuana – An illegal drug. Also known as weed or pot; besides alcohol, marijuana is one of the most
commonly-found drugs on campuses across the country.
Major –The focal point of a student’s college studies; a specific topic that is studied for a degree.
Examples of majors include physics, English, history, computer science, economics, business, and music.
Many students decide on a specific major before arriving on campus, while others are simply “undecided”
and figure it out later. Those who are extremely interested in two areas can also choose to double major.
Meal Block – The equivalent of one meal. Students on a “meal plan” usually receive a fixed number of
meals per week. Each meal, or “block,” can be redeemed at the school’s dining facilities in place of cash.
More often than not, if a student fails to use their weekly allotment of meal blocks, they will be forfeited.
Minor – An additional focal point in a student’s education. Often serving as a compliment or addition to a
student’s main area of focus, a minor has fewer requirements and prerequisites to fulfill than a major.
Minors are not required for graduation from most schools; however some students who want to further
explore many different interests choose to have both a major and a minor.
Mushrooms – An illegal drug. Also known as “shrooms,” this drug looks like regular mushrooms but are
extremely hallucinogenic.
Off-Campus Housing – Housing from a particular landlord or rental group that is not affiliated with the
university. Depending on the college, off-campus housing can range from extremely popular to nonexistent. Those students who choose to live off campus are typically given more freedom, but they also
have to deal with things such as possible subletting scenarios, furniture, and bills. In addition to these
factors, rental prices and distance often affect a student’s decision to move off campus.
Office Hours – Time that teachers set aside for students who have questions about the coursework.
Office hours are a good place for students to go over any problems and to show interest in the subject
material.
Pledging – The time after a student has gone through rush, received a bid, and has chosen a particular
fraternity or sorority they would like to join. Pledging usually lasts anywhere from one to two semesters.
Once the pledging period is complete and a particular student has done everything that is required to
become a member, they are considered a brother or sister. If a fraternity or a sorority would decide to
“haze” a group of students, these initiation rituals would take place during the pledging period.
Private Institution – A school that does not use taxpayers dollars to help subsidize education costs.
Private schools typically cost more than public schools and are usually smaller.
Prof – Slang for “professor.”
Public Institution – A school that uses taxpayers dollars to help subsidize education costs. Public
schools are often a good value for in-state residents and tend to be larger than most private colleges.
Quarter System (sometimes referred to as the Trimester System) – A type of academic calendar
system. In this setup, students take classes for three academic periods. The first quarter usually starts in
late September or early October and concludes right before Christmas. The second quarter usually starts

around early to mid–January and finishes up around March or April. The last quarter, or “third quarter,”
usually starts in late March or early April and finishes up in late May or Mid-June. The fourth quarter is
summer. The major difference between the quarter system and semester system is that students take
more courses but with less coverage.
RA (Resident Assistant) – A student leader who is assigned to a particular floor in a dormitory in order
to help to the other students who live there. A RA’s duties include ensuring student safety and providing
guidance or assistance wherever possible.
Recitation – An extension of a specific course; a “review” session of sorts. Because some classes are so
large, recitations offer a setting with fewer students where students can ask questions and get help from
professors or TAs in a more personalized environment. As a result, it is common for most large lecture
classes to be supplemented with recitations.
Rolling Admissions – A form of admissions. Most commonly found at public institutions, schools with
this type of policy continue to accept students throughout the year until their class sizes are met. For
example, some schools begin accepting students as early as December and will continue to do so until
April or May.
Room and Board – This is typically the combined cost of a university-owned room and a meal plan.
Room Draw/Housing Lottery – A common way to pick on-campus room assignments for the following
year. If a student decides to remain in university-owned housing, they are assigned a unique number
that, along with seniority, is used to choose their new rooms for the next year.
Rush – The period in which students can meet the brothers and sisters of a particular chapter and find
out if a given fraternity or sorority is right for them. Rushing a fraternity or a sorority is not a requirement
at any school. The goal of rush is to give students who are serious about pledging a feel for what to
expect.
Semester System – The most common type of academic calendar system at college campuses. This
setup typically includes two semesters in a given school year. The “fall” semester starts around the end
of August or early September and finishes right before winter vacation. The “spring” semester usually
starts in mid-January and ends around late April or May.
Student Center/Rec Center/Student Union – A common area on campus that often contains study
areas, recreation facilities, and eateries. This building is often a good place to meet up with fellow
students and is most commonly used as a hangout. Depending on the school, the student center can
have a huge role or a non-existent role in campus life.
Student ID – A university-issued photo ID that serves as a student’s key to many different functions
within an institution. Some schools require students to show these cards in order to get into dorms,
libraries, cafeterias, and other facilities. In addition to storing meal plan information, in some cases, a
student ID can actually work as a debit card and allow students to purchase things from bookstores or
local shops.
Suite – A type of dorm room. Unlike other places that have communal bathrooms that are shared by the
entire floor, a suite has a private bathroom. Suite-style dorm rooms can house anywhere from two to ten
students.
TA (Teacher’s Assistant) – An undergraduate or grad student who helps in some manner with a
specific course. In some cases, a TA will teach a class, assist a professor, grade assignments, or conduct
office hours.
Undergraduate – A student who is in the process of studying for their Bachelor (college) degree.
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